This page contains lots of ideas for social apps you can build on Ning.  Feel free to take any of these ideas and do anything you want.
Please send any comments on this topic to appideas@ning.com.

Local

· Clone Rate My Teachers [link] and adapt it for your own school, or change it so that it rates local doctors or lawyers or yoga instructors

· Clone Restaurant Reviews [link] or Restaurant Reviews with Google Maps [link] and adapt it for your own city, or change it so that it reviews miniature golf courses or movie theaters or tattoo parlors

· Clone Anytown Listings [link] and make a classifieds app for your city or school

· Clone Manhattan Walks [link] and make a social app for sharing and mapping local hiking trails, mountain biking trails, or river rafting routes

· A local car pool matching app – for car poolers to find one another

· A class notes swapping app for a high school or college

· Write an equivalent of http://www.overheardinnewyork.com/ for your city

· Write an app that tracks and maps local news events such as police arrests for your city – such as http://www.chicagocrime.org/
Social Networking

· Social networking apps – combine personal profiles, social networking features, meetups/events and a calendar, location mapping, blogging, and photos into your own take on MySpace.com or Facebook.com
· A high school or college classmates reunion app – your own take on Classmates.com

· Social calendaring of upcoming events – your own take on Upcoming.org or EVDB.com
· Meetups – your own take on Meetup.com, now that they’re charging money!
· A social networking app for your kind of pet – see Ningpets [link] and Bulldogster [link]
· A social oral history app for your company or school – for example, http://apple.computerhistory.org/, which is a social oral history of Apple
Information Exchanges

· Clone This or That [link] and make an “A versus B” contest around any topic you want – such as http://kittenwar.com/ -- why not Babywar?
· Clone Winner or Loser [link] and do your own “Hot or Not” for any topic you want – such as http://hotornot.com/
· Clone Bookshelf [link] and make a social listings app around DVDs or CDs or Playstation 2 games or power tools

· Write a collaborative cell phone reception comparison app with mapping, such as Cellreception.com

· Write a collaborative gas price comparison app with mapping – such as http://www.mywikimap.com/
· Write a coupon or promotion code exchange, like NaughtyCodes.com

· A social recipe exchange – e.g. for BBQ recipes – with support for photos, discussions, and dueling recipes that compete in a “This or That” manner
· A social product review app – find out what great products other people like based on what products you have in common with them

· Social review apps for things that wouldn’t normally get reviewed: our favorite idea is reviews of travel routes – airline, Greyhound, or Amtrack, what are the pros and cons for different ways to get from point A to point B?

· A social RSS/Atom feed review and recommendations app – social reviews of RSS/Atom feeds from all over the web – you can use Ning’s built-in feed reading and generation capabilities to both bring feeds into the app and project feeds out of the app

· A social IRC server/channel review app – so users can collaboratively find the right IRC servers and channels for their interests

· A social version of DMoz – import the data from DMoz into Ning and then make it much easier for social construction of new directory spaces

· Write a distributed proofreading app – such as http://dp.rastko.net/
· Write a social quiz app, such as http://quizilla.com/
Jobs

· Job listings and matching in many specialized categories for which the big job sites are not specialized enough

· Job listings and matching in local cities, towns, and universities

· Contract job matching – matching up programmers or other freelance contractors/consultants with jobs people want them to do – your own take on Rentacoder.com

· A tagging-based job matching app, such as Consumating.com

Dating

· A dating app built around matching people by books, music, or movies that they love

· A dating app built around political beliefs – liberal, conservative, libertarian, socialist, …

· A great boyfriends or girlfriends app, such as GreatBoyfriends.com – yup, it’s for real!

· A tagging-based dating app, such as Consumating.com

· Write a dating app for married people.  Think I’m joking?  Check out Philanderers.com, MarriedSecrets.com, PerfectAlibi.com…

Auctions and Markets

· An auction app for items in your favorite massively multiplayer game – see Playerauctions.com as an example

· A local barter exchange – for small businesses to barter goods and services

· A local babysitter’s coop – for families in a neighborhood to accrue credits for babysitting for one another that they can then “spend” on babysitting services from other families

· A “predictions market” app – such as Iowa Electronic Markets 

· A “fictional stock exchange” app – such as Hollywood Stock Exchange

· Write a DVD trading app like Peerflix.com

· Write a gift certificate swapping app – when you get a gift certificate to Red Lobster and you don’t eat lobster, you can trade it for a gift certificate someone else got to Olive Garden where you can eat all the bread sticks you want

· Write an ad banner exchange like the old LinkExchange

· An app for running dutch auctions – a fixed number of equivalent items to be sold at a market-clearing price to be determined by the auction
Mapping & Location-Based Services

· Write a geo wiki – a map where any user, or any registered user, can contribute a location with associated text, information, or photos

· See all of the Google Maps mashups – as indexed on http://googlemapsmania.blogspot.com/ -- many of them are great starting ideas for social apps you can build on Ning
Blogging & Variations

· Blogging apps of various shapes/sizes/descriptions – Ning makes it very easy to create all kinds of hybrid blogs that other services wouldn’t enable – combine blogging with mapping, or questions and answers, or a wiki, or web services in creative ways

· Group blogging – multiple people contributing to a single blog, perhaps with a map showing where each person is

· A vertical blog aggregator – pull in RSS feeds from several related blogs and display the blog entries all in one place – such as Planet PHP [link]
New Forms of Social Interaction

· Lightweight wikis of various shapes/sizes/descriptions – remember, a wiki can just be a simple way for multiple users to be able to productively edit the same content, with revision tracking and rollback – you don’t need all the fancy features and technical arcana of the mainstream wiki software!

· Social questions and answers – your own take on Wondir.com – remember that the key social dynamic is interaction and entertainment, even more than creating a knowledge base of great answers!
· Rumor Monger – read this post, and then implement something similar for your company on Ning: http://apple.computerhistory.org/discuss/msgReader$131?mode=topic
· Make an app where just the members of your family can share photos, coordinate a common calendar, schedule family events, keep todo lists, etc.

Charitable Activities
· Charity auctions – your own take on Ebay’s GivingWorks charity auctions

· Charitable donation matching – your own take on MyTwoFrontTeeth.org

· Charitable time matching – matching donors with valuable services to people who can use them – for example, matching tutors with students as in http://www.in2books.org/
· Missing persons matching – for use in the wake of a disaster like Hurricane Katrina, to allow people to find loved ones, with photos and mapping

· Charitable house and apartment matching – to match displaced people from a natural disaster with houses or apartments where they can stay

Politics
· Political organization around a particular candidate or election – your own take on Howard Dean’s 2004 Internet strategy, for your favorite candidate
· An app to coordinate political protests, with mapping and photos

· An app to do fact-checking of news reporting in a distributed, social manner – see http://annotatedtimes.blogrunner.com/
Religion

· Write a social church finder and reviews app with mapping

· Write a social prayer app, such as WorldPrayerTeam.org

Music

· Write a social “desert island discs” app that lets people list their all-time favorite recordings, and builds composite lists by genre, etc.
· Write a Ning version of Audioscrobbler – do a plug-in for ITunes or other MP3 players that run on the desktop, couple that with a Ning app that receives (via REST or SOAP from the desktop plug-in) information about MP3 files each user is listening to, and then does social recommendations of great music to listen to based on what listeners have in common

Podcasting

· Social podcast reviews – you can’t host podcasts on Ning yet, but you can write an app that does social reviewing of podcasts hosted elsewhere on the Internet – and you can even play those podcasts within a Ning page via an embedded Flash MP3 player!

Tagging
· A “taggregator” application that pulls data from various services like Del.icio.us, Flickr.com, Technorati.com, etc. for given tags

· Write a tagging thesaurus app that lets users bundle together like tags – e.g. “palo alto” and “paloalto”, or “funny” and “humor”

Web Services

· Web services apps – build an app that serves up interesting content to the web via REST or SOAP – any Ning app can be a web services server in a few lines of PHP code!

Bulk Data

· Bulk data apps – create an app whose job in life is to hold bulk data that you load into its content objects, data that other Ning apps can then access and use in interesting ways -- movie reviews, or political donation records, or Internet FAQ’s
Communities of Apps

· See Ningpets – there’s a parent app (Ningpets) and then lots of child apps (Bulldogster, Beaglester, etc.) – all pets of all different kinds aggregate from the child apps up into the parent app, so that your beagle can be friends with my bulldog – do this kind of app for any other topic domain!

